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Session 2: ELCA Social Statement
Session 3: 5 Views on Church and Politics
Session 4: What is your Vision? 
   /ƻƴǎǘǊŀƛƴŜŘ ƻǊ ¦ƴŎƻƴǎǘǊŀƛƴǘŜŘΧ
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Session 6 Feb 22:  What More is Needed?

WHERE WE HAVE BEEN AND WHERE             
²9 !w9 I9!595Χ
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REVIEW



Voluntary
 Associations
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ÅConstrained vision says we must 

govern and engage in society 

under the constraint of human 

sin and turned inwardness.

Å~çêĜ ƇÍĉĂÓêġêĉĂƈ êĜ áêĸ×Ó ÀĂÓ  

must continue to be constrained 

ż Trade offs are  the best for 

which we can hope 

ÅPessimistic about human nature

ÅCompared to reality or an ideal?

A CONFLICT 
OF VISIONS
THOMAS SOWELL

WHAT IS A 
Ȱ6)3)/.ȩȱ
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ÅUnconstrained Vision is Optimistic about 

Human Nature

ÅGovern with a belief that                          

through policies and                  

programs, endemic                              

problems of human                                 

ĂÀġĥĘ× ÍÀĂ Ì× ƇĜĉûĲ×Óƈ

Å~ç× ƇêÓ×Àûƈ êĜ ÀġġÀêĂÀÌû× ÀĂÓ ĕ×ĉĕû× ÍÀĂ 

áĉûûĉĳ ġç×êĘ ƇÌ×ġġ×Ę ÀĂâ×ûĜƈ Àġ ġç× û×Ĳ×û ĉá 

government

ÅIntentions of a law or policy matter

WHAT IS A 
Ȱ6)3)/.ȩȱ
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Going Back to the ELCA Social 
{ǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘΧ

ÅLǘ ƛǎ ŀ ƘȅōǊƛŘ ƻŦ ǎƻǊǘǎ Χ
ÅThe constrained vision sets theological boundaries
ÅThe unconstrained vision drives practical 

engagement
Å¢ƘŜ /ƻƴǎǘǊŀƛƴǘ ǉǳŀƭƛŦƛŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘΩǎ ǘƘŜƻƭƻƎȅΤ 

aspiration governs its recommendations.



9ȄŀƳǇƭŜǎ ƻŦ /ƻƴǎǘǊŀƛƴŜŘΧ
Åάbƻ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ǎȅǎǘŜƳΣ ƛŘŜƻƭƻƎȅΣ ƻǊ ǇƻƭƛŎȅ Ŏŀƴ 
ƻǾŜǊŎƻƳŜ ǎƛƴ ƻǊ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘ ƧǳǎǘƛŎŜΦέ §III.B

ÅάtƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ŀŎǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǇǊƻǾƛǎƛƻƴŀƭ ŀƴŘ 
ƛƴŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜΦέ 

ÅάtƻǿŜǊ ƛǎ ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊȅ ōǳǘ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǎǳǎŎŜǇǘƛōƭŜ ǘƻ ŀōǳǎŜ 
ŀƴŘ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ ǊŜǎǘǊŀƛƴŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƘŜƭŘ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘŀōƭŜΦέ §IV.B 

Åά/ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴǎ Ƴǳǎǘ ŀŎǘ ǿƛǘƘ ƘǳƳƛƭƛǘȅΣ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛȊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 
limits of their knowledge and the possibility              
ƻŦ ŜǊǊƻǊΦέ §IV.A 



9ȄŀƳǇƭŜǎ ƻŦ ¦ƴŎƻƴǎǘǊŀƛƴŜŘΧ
Å§II ς άDƻŘ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǎ ŀƴ ŀōǳƴŘŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ƘǳƳŀƴ 

capacities such as reason, imagination, 
experience, and emotion for seeking healthy  
ŎƛǾƛŎ ƭƛŦŜΦέ
Å§±Φ! ά¢ƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ŀŦŦƛǊƳǎ ŀŘǾƻŎŀŎȅ ǘƻ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ 
ǎȅǎǘŜƳƛŎ ƛƴƧǳǎǘƛŎŜ ΦΦΦέ
Å§L±Φ. άtƻǿŜǊ Ŏŀƴ ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜ ƧǳǎǘƛŎŜ ΧǿƘŜƴ ǊƛƎƘǘƭȅ 
ŜȄŜǊŎƛǎŜŘΦέ



Summary:

Å¢ƘŜ 9[/!Ωǎ ŎƛǾƛŎ ŜƴƎŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘ 
strongly affirms human sin and the limits of 
politics, yet its practical guidance for 
advocacy and engagement reflects greater 
confidence in civic participation and 
structural reform than a constrained or classic 
Lutheran vision would support.



Difference Between Anabaptist, 
Black Church, & RC?Which VISION seems more 

/ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ ƻǊ ά.ƛōƭƛŎŀƭΚέ
& Which one is better to shape 

policy & government?





Silence: Does it Mean Tacit Approval?
Åaȅ !ƴǎǿŜǊΧ
ÅNo ς ōǳǘ L ŀƳ ǎǇŜŀƪƛƴƎ ƻŦ ŎƻǊǇƻǊŀǘŜ άǎƛƭŜƴŎŜέ ƴƻǘ 

that of the individual.
ÅL ƪƴƻǿ LΩƳ άǎǘƛŎƪƛƴƎ Ƴȅ ƴŜŎƪ ƻǳǘ ƘŜǊŜέ
ÅBecause of my context at SLC and my Lutheran 

Biblical & Theological convictions
ÅL ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ǊŜŀƭ ŘƻǿƴǎƛŘŜǎ ōǳǘ LΩƳ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ 

the case that my position has fewer downsides
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άCƛǊǎǘ ǘƘŜȅ ŎŀƳŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǎǘǎΣ ŀƴŘ L ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ 
speak outτbecause I was not a Communist.
Then they came for the Socialists, and I did not speak 
outτbecause I was not a Socialist. 
Then they came for the trade unionists, and I did not 
speak outτbecause I was not a trade unionist.
Then they came for the Jews, and I did not speak 
outτbecause I was not a Jew.
Then they came for meτand there was no one left to 
ǎǇŜŀƪ ŦƻǊ ƳŜΦέ   Χ Martin Niemöller



Making the Case:
ÅJesus never directly confronted the secular 

Roman rulers and government ς Luke 4
ÅNot championing an agenda of the state is 
άƳŀƪƛƴƎ ŀ ǎǘŀƴŘέ ς Jesus is Lord

Å¢ƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΩǎ Ƨƻō ƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭΚ
Å²Ƙȅ ŎŀƴΩǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ Řƻ ōƻǘƘΥ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƎƻƻŘǎ 

of what God has done in Christ and take ethical 
stands supporting or opposing policies?



²Ƙȅ /ŀƴΩǘ ǘƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘ Řƻ .ƻǘƘΚ
ÅLŦ ȅƻǳ ƎƛǾŜ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎǎ άŀƴ ƛƴŎƘΣ ƛǘ ǿƛƭƭ ǘŀƪŜ ŀ ƳƛƭŜέ ς 

Just like when you merge church and state, the 
ǎǘŀǘŜ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǿƛƴǎ ǎƻ ǘƻ ǿƛǘƘΧ

ÅInherently divisive: churches become primarily 
άōƭǳŜ ƻǊ ǊŜŘέ ς ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜǎ Χ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŀƴŘ [ƻŎŀƭ

ÅIŀǊŘ ǘƻ YŜŜǇ ǘƘŜ άaŀƛƴ ¢ƘƛƴƎέ ǘƘŜ άaŀƛƴ 
¢ƘƛƴƎέ ς What is the Mission of the Church?

ÅNot a matter of whether to engage but HOW.



9ǾŜƴ ƛŦ hƴŜ 5ƛǎŀƎǊŜŜǎ Χ
ÅtƭŜŀǎŜ ǘǊȅ ƴƻǘ ǘƻ ŀǎǎǳƳŜ ŀƴ ƛǎǎǳŜ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƳŀǘǘŜǊ 

to your pastors or church
ÅIt is not simply because your pastors or 

leadership are afraid of upsetting people 
although disrupting our unity can disrupt our 
mission.

ÅάYƛƴŘŜǎǘ ƻŦ [ƛƎƘǘǎέ ς
ÅHOWEVER ς ¢ƘŜǊŜ ƳƛƎƘǘ ōŜ ŀ ǘƛƳŜΧ
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The Pull and 
Critique from  
Both Sides
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People have been persuaded through 
theological arguments which are 
deeply wrong, that we should just 
"preach the gospel". We'll just stick to 
gospel related issues. That's the voice 
of the devil, folks, because truth is a 
gospel issue. And when people are

suffering, when you're dealing with unborn being killed, 
when you're dealing with every kind of lie being spread

Eric Metaxas
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in our school systems through our 
media, through social media, if you do 
not speak up, God will not hold you 
guiltless. God wants His people to speak 
ǘƘŜ ǘǊǳǘƘΦ !ƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
silence of the church in America, that 
we have been very dramatically 
speeding to the abyss.

Eric Metaxas

Letter to the American Churches
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ά²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ǘƻ ōŜ 
ŀŦǊŀƛŘΧǿŜ ŀǊŜ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ǘƻ 
stand up against empire, 
stand with all who are in 
the path of its destruction,

άLǘǎ ǿƘŀǘ ŦŀǎŎƛǎǘǎ Řƻ Χ ƛǘ ƛǎ 
what their corporate funders 
ǿŀƴǘΧŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƭƛƳŀǘŜΣ 
consider the environment, 
public health, unchecked 
ǊŀŎƛǎƳΣ ƭƻǎǎ ƻŦ ŎƛǾƛƭ ƭƛōŜǊǘƛŜǎΧέ

άƴƻǿ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜΣ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ 
going to wake up, we better 
ǿŀƪŜ ǳǇ ƴƻǿΧǘƻŘŀȅ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ƛƴ 
ŀ ōŀǘǘƭŜ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ŦǊŜŜŘƻƳΦέ

with all those pushed to 
margins, whose voices are 
ŘƛǎƳƛǎǎŜŘΣ Χ ǘƘƛǎ ƳŜŀƴǎ 
we stand with the poor 
ŀƴŘ ǳƴƘƻǳǎŜŘΧέ
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When I read the Gospels, I hear the good news of our 
absolute justification, and I also see Jesus personally 
focusing on the care for the least of these in his teaching 
Χ Lƴ ŦŀŎǘ ǿŜ ƻōƧŜŎǘƛǾŜƭȅ ŦƛƴŘ WŜǎǳǎ ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŀǎǘ ƻŦ 
ǘƘŜǎŜ ŀƭŀ aǘ нрΧ²ƻǳƭŘ ƛǘ ōŜ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ǘƻ ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǘ ǳǎ ƛƴ 
how we can care for the least of these as relates to the 
lectionary text?  To speak of the specific human need 
and how we as a worshiping community might be able 
to help?  To me, this is not political, it is Christian. 
         SLC Member
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I just have to wonder how protecting nascent human 
ƭƛŦŜ ƛǎ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭΚ  LǎƴΩǘ ǘƘŀǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ƳƻǊŀƭƛǘȅΚ  Iƻǿ ƛǎ 
ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǳƴōƻǊƴ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭΚ  LǎƴΩǘ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŦŜƴǎŜ ƻŦ ƭƛŦŜ 
at the core of our Christian convictions and the 10 
commandments?  I think on matters like this, the 
church as a community must speak. 

       Another SLC Member
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Being God's people in the world and showing agape love 
require action, targeted action, including righting 
wrongs.  Mere belief, I think, is insufficient.  The church 
is good at helping people deepen their faith and belief 
convictions.  My hope is that it deepens help and 
modeling for Christians in how to live out their faith- 
how to be God's people in the world and how to love 
ƻǘƘŜǊǎΧL ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ȅƻǳǊ ǊŜƭǳŎǘŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ ǾƻƛŎŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ
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pulpit disapproval of so many actions taken by our 
current administration, but I am of the mind that the 
church needs to overtly disapprove when government 
agencies and personnel treat people inhumanely: zip-
tying children, separating families, arresting citizens 
using racial profiling, ... 
     Another SLC Member
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Å.ÀĂ ġç× ÍçĥĘÍç ƇĜĕ×Àø 

ĉĥġƈ ĉĂ ĕĥÌûêÍ êĜĜĥ×Ĝ ÀĂÓ 

not be partisan?

ÅIs it possible? And if  so, 

what would that look 

like? Who gets to be in 

charge of the specifics? A BIG 
QUESTION
EMERGES:


