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A Constrained visionsays we must
govern and engage in society
under the constraint of human

sin and turned Inwardness. W
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must continue to be constrained
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z Trade offs are the bestfor A CON FLlCTJ

which we can hope OF VISIONS
A Pessimistic about human natue,~nvias sowEL L

A Compared to reality or an ideal?




A Unconstrained Visioris Optimistic abou
Human Nature

A Govern with a belief that
through policies and TIS A
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problems of human
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Going Back to,the ELCA Social
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A The constrained v?sl n sets theological boundari
A The unconstramed vision, drives practical

engagement
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limits of their knowledg d, the possibility
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capacities such as reason, Imagination,
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experience, and emotion for seeking healthy
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Summary:

AcCKS 9/ Qa OANQBAO Sy 3
strongly affirms himan sin and the limits of
politics, yet Iits préctlcal guidance for
advocacy and eng5 ement reflects greater
confidence In civic participation and
structural reform th constrained or classi
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VISIO seems mt
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Is Silence
Tacit Approval?




Silence: Does it Mean Tacit Approva
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that of the individualk
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A Because of my contéxtat SLC and my Luthera
Biblical & Theologi(%gnvictions
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the case that my pos\iw fewer downsides
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speak out because | was not a Communist.

Then they came for the Socialists, and | did not speak
outt because | was not a Socialist.

Then they came for the trade unionists, and | did not
speak out because | was not a trade unionist.

Then they came for the Jews, and | did not speak
outt because | was not a Jew.

Then they came for nteand there was no one left to

a LIS 1 T 2wadtiniNgerhéller X

s SR
3 _,,'.'f\"#.:‘f!-'{f",‘a.'gsﬂ'ﬁ WG i i
E3

(TSt I, ” - DR Chmerstocipssibfinr o i e N Pt o T E A o T DR N = e e T AR T A
- - - i 1S TR Vo (e REGA S N 2% R - by e T P S e
——— - - v T o ot - 2 s v AT S e iy b s s Framgy s o R i 5 17 R - > 5 0 P S
S e 5 g Aot W NGB P i o i - R DT sV f : T Y NN e RO i i ST s ot L U o i R w T A I
v ” ) » od A RPN SASTT L, TSR S L NS X W ROREER | Ay Wi o o 3 Sole? X1l o Calaginy




Making the Case:

A Jesus never directly confronted the secular
Roman rulers and governmecgiLuke 4

A Not championing’an agenda of the state is
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of what God has donélin Christ and take ethic
stands supporting or o 0SIng policies?
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Just like when you merge church and state, th
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A Inherently divisive: churches become primarily
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A Not a matter of wheth engage but HOW.
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to your pastors or.¢hurch
A It is not simply be’lc?ause your pastors or
leadership are affa d of upsetting people
although disrupting our unity can disrupt our
mission.
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People have been persuaded through
theological arguments which are
deeply wrong, that we should just
"preach the gospel”. We'll just stick to
gospel related issues. That's the voice
of the devil, folks, because truth is a
gospel iIssue. And when people are

suffering, when you're dealing with unborn being kille
when you're dealing with every kind of lie being spree

Eric Metaxas
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In our school systems through our
media, through social media, if you do
not speak up, God will not hold you
guiltless. God wants His people to spe
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silence of the church in America, that |
we have been very dramatically Eric Metaxas
speeding to the abyss.

Letter to the American Churche
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When | read the Gospels, | hear the good news of oul
absolute justification, and | also see Jesus personally
focusing on the care for the least of these In his teach
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how we can care for the least of these as relates to th
lectionary text? To speak of the specific human need
and how we as a worshiping community might be abl
to help? To me, this Is not political, it is Christian.

SLC Member
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| jJust have to wonder how protecting nascent human
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at the core of our Christian convictions and the 10
commandments? | think on matters like this, the
church as a community must speak.

~Another SLC Member




Being God's people in the world and showing agape |
require action, targeted action, including righting
wrongs. Mere belief, | think, Is insufficient. The churc
IS good at helping people deepen their faith and belief
convictions. My hope is that it deepens help and
modeling for Christians in how to live out their faith
how to be God's people in the world and how to love
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pulpit disapproval of so many actions taken by our
current administration, but | am of the mind that the
church needs to overtly disapprove when government
agencies and personnel treat people inhumanely: zip
tying children, separating families, arresting citizens
using racial profiling, ...

Another SLC Member
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not be partisan?
A Is it possible? And if so,
what would that look
like? Who gets to be In

charge of the specifics? A BIG
UESTION
MERGES:
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