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Session 1: Introduction & Quotes
Session 2: ELCA Social Statement
Session 3: 5 Views on Church and Politics
Session 4 (Today): What is your Vision?
February 8 ς No class Scout breakfast
{Ŝǎǎƛƻƴ р CŜō мрΥ {ƛƭŜƴŎŜ ƳŜŀƴǎΧ
Session 6 Feb 22:  What More is Needed?

WHERE WE HAVE BEEN AND WHERE             
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5 Views on Church & Politics

ÅAnabaptist (Separationist)
ÅLutheran (Paradoxical)
ÅThe Black Church (Prophetic)
ÅReformed (Transformationist)
ÅRoman Catholic (Synthetic)



άр ±ƛŜǿǎ ƻŦ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ϧ tƻƭƛǘƛŎǎέ

ÅbƻΣ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ŀƎǊŜŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ά[ǳǘƘŜǊŀƴέ 
view to be a member of SLC!!!

ÅGoal is to help you see why Christians engage in 
societal issue differently and see the strengthens 
and weaknesses of each

ÅhƴŜ ǎƭƛƎƘǘ ŀƳŜƴŘƳŜƴǘ Χ  [ǳǘƘŜǊŀƴ άŎƻƴǘŜȄǘέ 
ŀƴŘ [ǳǘƘŜǊΩǎ tŜŀǎŀƴǘǎ ǿŀǊ ŘŜōŀŎƭŜ 
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òThe princes and lords are the real 

cause of the uprising, especially those 

blind fools who call themselves spiritual 

lordsé They have done nothing but flay 

and rob their subjects so that they 

might lead lives of splendor and 

extravagance, until the poor common 

people can bear it no longer.ó   
Lutherõs Works, Vol. 46, The Christian in Society II, 

Fortress Press, p. 17 (WA 18, 276ð277)
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òYou peasants have sworn allegiance to 

your rulers and promised to be obedient 

and submissive. You are breaking this 

oath wantonly and violently. You know 

that you are doing wrong, and yet you 

persist in it. Therefore you are faithless, 

perjured, disobedient, rebellious 

murderers, robbers, blasphemersñand 

you deserve death in body and soul ten 

times over.ó
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òTherefore, dear lords, here is the 

time, here is the place, to save and 

help. Smite, strike, stab, whoever 

cané for nothing can be more 

poisonous, hurtful, or devilish than 

a rebel.ó

òAgainst the Robing and Murdering Hordséó 

Lutherõs Works, Vol. 46, p. 49
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Å.ÀĂ ġç× ÍçĥĘÍç ƇĜĕ×Àø 

ĉĥġƈ ĉĂ ĕĥÌûêÍ êĜĜĥ×Ĝ ÀĂÓ 

not be partisan?

ÅIs it possible? And if  so 

one would think there 

would be critique and 

ƇĜĕ×ÀøêĂâ ĉĥġ ÀâÀêĂĜġ ůƈ 

both parties. 

A BIG 
QUESTION
EMERGES:
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CAN THE CHURCH 
PUBLICALLY ADVOCATE 

FOR ETHICAL 
(BIBLICAL) POSITIONS 
& POLICY  WITHOUT 
BEING PARTISAN?



Difference Between Anabaptist, 
Black Church, & RC?

What is the 
Difference 

Between the 
Black Church, 
Reformed, &

Roman Catholic?
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Important Scriptures
ÅMatthew 25:31ς46Υ ¢ƘŜ Ϧ{ƘŜŜǇ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ Dƻŀǘǎά
ÅJames 1:27: "pure religion" as visiting orphans 

and widows in their distress
ÅProverbs 31:8ς9: "speak up for those who 

cannot speak for themselves" 
ÅIsaiah 58:6ς7: breaking the chains of injustice, 

freeing the oppressed, and sharing bread with 
the hungry. 
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ÅThe book tries to get to 

the root of our conflicts of 

politics and social policies.

ÅConstrained Vision

ÅUnconstrained Vision

ÅWhat we believe about 

human nature which 

shapes our assumptions 

and actions

A CONFLICT 
OF VISIONS
THOMAS SOWELL



VISIONS
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ÅA pre-theoretical framework: deep 

assumptions & premises about 

human nature, morality, and social 

possibility.

ÅShapes how we think

ÅDefines the problem &                     

possible solutions ż clear implications

ÅA Map that guides ż foundations on 

which theories are built

WHAT IS A 
Ȱ6)3)/.ȩȱ
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άIŜǊŜ ŀ Ǿƛǎƛƻƴ ƛǎ ŀ ǎŜƴǎŜ ƻŦ ŎŀǳǎŀǘƛƻƴΦ  Lǘ ƛǎ 
ƳƻǊŜ ƭƛƪŜ ŀ ƘǳƴŎƘ ƻǊ ŀ άƎǳǘ ŦŜŜƭƛƴƎέ ǘƘŀƴ ƛǘ 
is like an exercise in logic or factual 
ǾŜǊƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴΧLŦ Ŏŀǳǎŀǘƛƻƴ ǇǊƻŎŜŜŘǎ ŀǎ ƻǳǊ 
vision conceives it to, then certain other 
ŎƻƴǎŜǉǳŜƴŎŜǎ ŦƻƭƭƻǿΧέ

     Conflict of Visions p. 15 
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ά¢ƘŜ ŎŀǇŀŎƛǘƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƭƛƳƛǘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ƘǳƳŀƴƛǘȅ 
are implicitly seen in radically different 
terms by those whose explicit 
philosophical, political, or social theories 
ŀǊŜ ōǳƛƭǘ ƻƴ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ǾƛǎƛƻƴǎΧέ

     Conflict of Visions p. 19
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ÅPhilosopher: Adam Smith 1759

ÅMoral Limitations of humanity                                 

a fact and not changeable ż 

ÅMust accept & deal with the                              

constraint of human sin

ÅTrade-offs rather than                                  

solutions 

ÅMoral sentiments were necessary                    

only for shaping laws and Systems 

ÅResults matter not intensions

THE

CONSTRAINED

VISION
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ÅPhilosopher: William Godwin 1793

ÅHuman nature capable of feeling the needs            

of others and acting impartially

ÅIntention to benefit others                                          

êĜ ġç× Ƈ×ĜĜ×ĂÍ× ĉá ĲêĘġĥ×ƈ

ÅHigher sense of social duty

ÅProblem is broken System not                            

human nature & solution can supersede trade-off

ÅƇ`ÀĂ êĜ ÌĉĘĂ áĘ×× Ìĥġ áĉĘ×Ĳ×Ę êĂ ÍçÀêĂĜƈ

THE UNɂ
CONSTRAINED

VISION
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Difference Between Anabaptist, 
Black Church, & RC?Which VISION seems more 

/ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ ƻǊ ά.ƛōƭƛŎŀƭΚέ
& Which one is better to shape 

policy & government?



THANK  YOU!

23



Difference Between Anabaptist, 
Black Church, & RC?

ÅAuthority for Engagement





Business Model
Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit. 

Research

Lorem ipsum dolor sit 
amet, consectetur 

adipiscing elit. 

Finance

Lorem ipsum dolor sit 
amet, consectetur 

adipiscing elit. 

Invest

Lorem ipsum dolor sit 
amet, consectetur 

adipiscing elit. 
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Growth Strategy
How will we scale in the future

Phase 1
Month, Year

Å Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, 
consectetur adipiscing elit. 

Å Etiam aliquet eu mi quis 
lacinia. Ut fermentum a 
magna ut eleifend. Integer 
convallis suscipit ante eu 
varius. 

Phase 2
Month, Year

Å Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, 
consectetur adipiscing elit. 

Å Etiam aliquet eu mi quis 
lacinia. Ut fermentum a 
magna ut eleifend. Integer 
convallis suscipit ante eu 
varius. 

Phase 3
Month, Year

ÅLorem ipsum dolor sit amet, 
consectetur adipiscing elit. 

Å Etiam aliquet eu mi quis 
lacinia. Ut fermentum a 
magna ut eleifend. Integer 
convallis suscipit ante eu 
varius. 
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Summary
Summary tagline or 

sub-headline

ÅLorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur 
adipiscing elit. Etiam aliquet eu mi quis 
lacinia. 

Å Ut fermentum a magna ut eleifend. Integer 
convallis suscipit ante eu varius. Morbi a purus 
dolor. Suspendisse sit amet ipsum finibus justo 
viverra blandit. 

Å Ut congue quis tortor eget sodales. Nulla a erat 
eget nunc hendrerit ultrices eu.
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