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ά/ƘǳǊŎƘ ϧ /ƛǾƛŎ [ƛŦŜέ

Last week we celebrated a number of things from 
the recent ELCA Social Statement:
ÅNo merging of Christianity or Church with State
ÅBut Church influences State
VBy shaping individuals AND
VBy direct critique/advocacy/prophetic word



Session 1: Introduction & Quotes
Session 2: ELCA Social Statement
Session 3: 5 Views on Church and Politics
Session 4 (Today): What is your Vision?
February 8 ς No class Scout breakfast
{Ŝǎǎƛƻƴ р CŜō мрΥ {ƛƭŜƴŎŜ ƳŜŀƴǎΧ
Session 6 Feb 22:  What More is Needed?

WHERE WE HAVE BEEN AND WHERE             
²9 !w9 I9!595Χ



Teaching Moment 
& Pastoral Concern

ÅUnderstand your 
/ƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ǾƛŜǿΧ

ÅUnderstand your 
άŘŜƴƻƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴΩǎέ ǾƛŜǿΧ

ÅUnderstand the views of 
ƻǘƘŜǊ ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴǎΧ
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Not a discussion of 
specific issues but of 

the  views and 
assumptions that 

direct how a 
Christian and the 
church affect their 
society and polis
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Å[ŜǘΩǎ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ƻǳǊ 
take on the 8th 
/ƻƳƳŀƴŘƳŜƴǘΥ ά²Ŝ 
are to fear and love 
God, so that we do not 
Χ LƴǎǘŜŀŘΣ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ǘƻ 
come to their defense, 
speak well of them, and 
interpret everything 
they do in the best 
ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ƭƛƎƘǘΦέ
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ÅIf you are looking for 
a helpful book

ÅThis would be one of 
my 
recommendations:

ÅOrdinary Faith in 
Polarized Times Χ

ÅAmy Carr and 
Christine Helmer
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ά²Ƙŀǘ ŘƻŜǎ ƛǘ ƳŜŀƴ ǘƻ ƭƛǾŜ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ ƭƛŦŜ ƻƴ 
the ground of justification? What is the relationship 
between justification and the ways in which 
Christians live out their vision of what the church 
should look like in the world? In other words, how 
does justification by faith inform a life oriented to 
justice? It is this precise question that divides the 
church. If it is justification by faith, not particular 
positions we hold, that identify who is a Christian, 
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then it is the questions regarding whose vision of 
justice and how this vision can be achieved that 
provoke debate and division. Paul foresaw the 
ŎƘǳǊŎƘΩǎ ƛƴŜǾƛǘŀōƭŜ ōƛŎƪŜǊƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ ƛŘŜƴǘƛǘȅ 
and addressed it in his letter to the church in 
Corinth. Christian identity, Paul wrote, is not 
ŀǘǘŀŎƘŜŘ ǘƻ ŀ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ƻǊ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ōǳǘ ǘƻ άǘƘŜ 
ŎǊƻǎǎ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘέ όм /ƻǊ мΥмтύΦ ¢ƘŜ ŎǊƻǎǎ ƛƴŦƻǊƳǎ ǘƘŜ 
Christian life of justification that is lived out in the
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rough and tumble and complex messiness of 
this world. How then can we understand the 
relation between justification by faith and 
justice-ǎŜŜƪƛƴƎ ƛƴ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ŀƴŘ ǿƻǊƭŘΚ Χ WǳǎǘƛŎŜ-
seekingτa variant on good worksτis the 
source of conflict in the church today. Indeed, 
in many respects, Christians today are



12

caught up in fervent debates about the nature 
of the moral law itself. The question is not 
whether one is saved by good works or grace, 
but what actually counts as a good workτwhat 
constitutes a right, ethical position.

Ordinary Faith in Polarized Times p. 62-64
Amy Carr & Christine Helmer



ÅIf you are looking 
for a helpful book

ÅThis would be one 
of my 
recommendations:

ÅFives Views on Χ

ÅStanley Gundry & 
Amy Black, EDITORS
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How Satisfied are you 
ƽŔƣőШÉx9ќƚШĦƨƖƖĲŰƣШ
practice?

11 More Turned in:
5 Very Satisfied
5 Satisfied
1 Unsatisfied



Voluntary
 Associations



5 Views on Church & Politics

ÅAnabaptist (Separationist)
ÅLutheran (Paradoxical)
ÅThe Black Church (Prophetic)
ÅReformed (Transformationist)
ÅRoman Catholic (Synthetic)



ANABAPTIST
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ÅCore conviction: The 

ÍçĥĘÍçƊĜ ĕĘêāÀĘĹ ĕĉûêġêÍÀû 

task is faithfulness

ÅThe church embodies an 

alternative way of life 

shaped by Jesus

ÅSkeptical of coercive 

state power; emphasizes 

witness and peace



LUTHERAN
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ÅCore conviction: God 

rules through distinct yet 

simultaneous realms

ÅThe church proclaims the 

Gospel through Word 

and Sacrament

ÅThe state preserves 

order, justice, and peace 

through law
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ÅCore conviction: Faith 

and justice are 

inseparable ż À ƇÌÀûÀĂÍ×ƈ
ÅThe church arises amid 

suffering, resistance, and 

hope
ÅPolitical engagement is a 

response to lived 

injustice

THE BLACK
CHURCH



22

"The church must be reminded that it is not the 
master or the servant of the state, but rather the 
conscience of the state.  It must be the guide and 
the critic of the state, and never its tool.  If the 
church does not recapture its prophetic zeal, it 
will become an irrelevant social club without 
moral or spiritual authority."                          
    -Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
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"Lutherans were prominent in terms of 
participants and supporters for the 1963 March 
on Washington, and they increased their activities 
in the succeeding months and years. Reverend 
WƻǎŜǇƘ 9ƭƭǿŀƴƎŜǊΣ ǇŀǎǘƻǊ ƻŦ {ǘΦ tŀǳƭΩǎ [ǳǘƘŜǊŀƴ 
Church in Birmingham, Alabama, on March 8, 
1965, led seventy-two white Alabamans in a 12 
block march in Selma, Alabama, to back the civil
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rights demonstrations going on there. However, 
an encounter between two Lutheran pastors 
illustrates that Lutheran participation in political 
civil rights action was not universal. Reverend 
Ellwanger was met at the beginning of the march 
ōȅ wŜǾŜǊŜƴŘ WŀƳŜǎ wƻƴƎǎǘŀŘ ƻŦ {ǘΦ WƻƘƴΩǎ 
Lutheran Church in Selma, who protested his 
ƛƴǘŜǊŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ {ŜƭƳŀΩǎ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳǎΦ wŜǾŜǊŜƴŘ
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Ellwanger was compelled to explain himself. In 
ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ƻŦ wŜǾŜǊŜƴŘ wƻƴƎǎǘŀŘΩǎ Ǉƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ 
Reverend Edgar Homrighausen, President of the 
Southern District of LCMS, sent a telegram stating 
that LCMS did not sanction or support Reverend 
9ƭƭǿŀƴƎŜǊΩǎ ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎ ƛƴ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳŀǊŎƘΦ 
wŜǾŜǊŜƴŘ IƻƳǊƛƎƘŀǳǎŜƴΩǎ ǘŜƭŜƎǊŀƳ ǎǘŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ 
the LCMS supported the goal of freedom under
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just legislation, but could not support the 
demonstration, presumably because the 
demonstration was an act of resistance to legal 
authority, which should not be challenged. [my 
emphasis] In this show of differences within the 
church, Reverend Ellwanger commented that his
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decision to become involved in the politics of 
racial segregation in Selma was based on a 
conviction that this kind of demonstration was a 
clear witness to his Lord and to his love for all 
ǇŜƻǇƭŜΦά

Article Lutherans and the Civil Rights Movement, 
published in Journal of Lutheran Ethics, Nov. 2006,              

Vol. 6, Issue 11
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Å.ĉĘ× ÍĉĂĲêÍġêĉĂŭ .çĘêĜġƊĜ 

lordship extends over 

every sphere of life

ÅThe church forms 

Christians for responsible 

public engagement

ÅThe state is accountable 

ġĉ CĉÓƊĜ āĉĘÀû ĉĘÓ×Ę

REFORMED


