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Last week we celeb{ﬁated a humber of things frol
the recent ELCA So lal Statement:
A No merging of Christianity or Church with Stal
A But Church influences State

V By shaping indivi u AND

V By direct Crlthue/a ocacy/prophetic word
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WE ARE HEADED. O

Session 1: Introduction & Quotes
Session 2: ELCA Social Statement
Session 3: 5 Views on Church and Politics
Session 4 (Today): What Is yourmsmn’?
February 8 No class Scout breakfast
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Session 6 Feb 22: What More Is Needed?




Teaching Moment
& Pastoral Concern

AUnderstand your
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_ AUnderstand your
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Not a discussion of
specific Issues but of
the views and
assumptions that
direct how a
Christian and the
church affect their
soclety and polis
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are to fear and love
God, so that we do not
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come to their defense,
speak well of them, anc
Interpret everything
they do In the best
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Alf you are looking for
a helpful book

AThis would be one of
11)Y%
recommendations:

AOrdinary Faith in
p Polarized TimeX
\ | AAmy Carr and

, % —Christine Helmer
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Ordinary Faith i
Polarized Times

Justification and the

Pursuit of Justice
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the ground of justification? What Is the relationshig
between justification and the ways in which
Christians live out their vision of what the church
should look like in the world? In other words, how
does justification by faith inform a life oriented to
justice? It Is this precise guestion that divides the
church. If it Is justification by faith, not particular
positions we hold, that identify who Is a Christian,
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then it Is the questions regarding whose vision of
justice and how this vision can be achieved that
provoke debate and division. Paul foresaw the
OKdzZNOKQa AYSOAUlIOofS 0A
and addressed It In his letter to the church In
Corinth. Christian identity, Paul wrote, Is not
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Christian life of justification that Is lived out in the
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rough and tumble and complex messiness of
this world. How then can we understand the
relation between justification by faith and
justiceda SS1AY3 AY OKdzNDK
seeking a variant on good worksis the
source of conflict in the church today. Indeed
IN many respects, Christians today are




caught up In fervent debates about the nature
of the moral law Itself. The question Is not
whether one Is saved by good works or grace
but what actually counts as a good workwhat
constitutes a right, ethical position.

Ordinary Faith in Polarized Times p-G3P
Amy Carr & Christine Helm
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Alf you are looking
for a helpful book

AThis would be one
of my
recommendations:

AFives Views oKX

AStanley Gundry &
Amy Black, EDITO

wé¢ THE CHURCH

VIEWS.

* AND POLITICS . &

Amy E. Black, genesal editor



Very Unsatisfied
1 (1.2%)

How Satisfied are you
5 RaqGWEXx 9Kt LWF
practice?

-~ Un isfied

11 More Turned In:
5 Very Satisfied

5 Satisfied

1 Unsatisfied
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Voluntary
Assoclations
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5 Views on Church & Politics

AAnabaptlst (Separationist)
ALutheran ¢I’Daradc)X|cal)

AThe Black Church (Prophetic)
AReformed Transformationisk
ARoman Catholic (Synthetic)




A Core conviction: The
| ¢chEl ¢ DG &E€aAfLLsnéss
task is faithfulness

A The church embodies an -
alternative way of life * iy
shaped by Jesus

A Skeptical of coercive
state power; emphasizes
withess and peace




A Core conviction: God
rules through distinct yet
simultaneous realms

A The church proclaims the
Gospel throughWord
and Sacrament

A The state preserves
order, justice, and peace
through law

LUTHERAN

%



- The Two Kingdoms doctri'n.e;;

From Luther to Now




A Catholic approach, however, would not draw such a sharp
distinction between the gift of salvation and human effort. Man’s free
will accepts the gift of salvation by cultivating the desire to receive
what God is offering in Jesus Christ and by responding in deed. This
cultivation of desire to receive God’s gift and subsequent action in the
world would necessarily promote some transformation in the culture.
A Catholic approach would, furthermore, not so sharply distinguish
the church’s mission to bring the gospel message from its work to

make known its social teaching.




A Core conviction: Faith
and justice are |
inseparablez A Cl AR

A The church arises amid fi.
suffering, resistance, an:

hope ) 1
A Political engagementisa THE BLACK

response to lived CHURCH

Injustice -



"The church must be reminded that It IS not the
master or the servant of the state, but rather the
conscience of the state. It must be the guide al
the critic of the state, and never Its tool. If the
church does not recapture Its prophetic zeal, It
will become an irrelevant social club without

moral or spiritual authority.”
-Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
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On what is your hope ultimately built? To have
the hope of the “good,” what must be done? The
political realm is needed, but mere formulation of
law does not ensure the health of a people. A
government is only as just as the justice that

resides in the hearts and minds of its people.




But Lutherans warn against excessive entanglement of religion and
politics to protect the transcendent character of the Gospel. While
the Gospel may lead to political initiatives, it is not itself a political
initiative. It would be better from a Lutheran perspective to carry the
prophetic impulse through strong individual leaders (Martin Luther
King Jr.) and voluntary associations (the NAACP, the Urban League,
and others) than to do so directly through the churches. Their

reason-for-being is political, while the church’s is not.




"Lutherans were prominent in terms of
participants and supporters for the 1963 March
on Washington, and they increased their activiti
INn the succeeding months and years. Reverend
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Church in Birmingham, Alabama, on March 8,
1965, led seventywo white Alabamansina 12
block march in Selma, Alabama, to back the civ
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rights demonstrations going on there. However,
an encounter between two Lutheran pastors
llustrates that Lutheran participation in political
civil rights action was not universal. Reverend
Ellwanger was met at the beginning of the marc
608 WSOUSNBYR WIFIYSa w2y
Lutheran Church in Selma, who protested his
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Ellwanger was compelled to explain himself. In

adzLILI2 NI 2F wWSOUSNBYR w
Reverend Edgar Homrighausen, President of th
Southern District of LCMS, sent a telegram stati
that LCMS did not sanction or support Reveren
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the LCMS supported the goal of freedom under
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just legislation, but could not support the
demonstration, presumably because the
demonstration was an act of resistance to legal
authority, which should not be challenged. [my
emphasis] In this show of differences within the
church, Reverend Ellwanger commented that hi




decision to become involved in the politics of
racial segregation in Selma was based on a
conviction that this kind of demonstration was a
clear withess to his Lord and to his love for all
LJIS2 LI S da

Article Lutherans and the Civil Rights Moveme
published in Journal of Lutheran Ethics, Nov. 2C
Vol. 6, Issue 11
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A. ¢Ex | ¢AIJél
lordship extends over
every sphere of life

A The church forms
Christians for responsible
public engagement

A The state is accountable
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