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In discerning their true standing before God, believers
realize that they cannot see God's naked glory but can
glimpse only the "backside” of'Go»diﬁ:lin Chrlsts sufferlng and
death. Because the eternal, impassible G

recogmzes t a
through t

clalmst ﬂmj
theology of t the cross actually knows God from the
sufferings of the cross of Christ. ... Timothy Wengert



.‘,_'-"_}-,?Thls is clear He who does not know Christ does not kno_




Paul discusses this magnificently in Rom. 7. Therefore
the true function and the chief.and proper use of the
Law is to reveal to man hmindness, misery,
wickedness, ignoranmontempt of God,

death, hell, judgment’ and the well-deserved wrath

. v ey, g
of God. Yet this use ofIthe law is’completely
unknown to the hypocrites; the sophists in the
universities, and to all men who go along in the

presumption of the righteousness of the Law or of
their own righteousness. -



To curb and crush this monster and raging beast, that
is, the presumption of religion, God is obliged, on Mt.
Sinai, to give a new Law Withmpomp and with such
an awesome spectacle that the entire people is crushed
with fear. For since tm;c?mes haughty with
this human presumMess and imagines
that on account of ihis it is pleasing to God, therefore
God has to send some Hercules, namely, the Law, to
attack, subdue, and Mnster with full force.
Therefore the Law is intent only on this beast, not on

any other. LW 26 Galatians 1535
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lsvsuaBwzBk




“For a long time | went astray [in the monastery] and didn't know ==
what | was about. To be sure, | knew something, but | didn't know =8
what it was until | came to the text in Romans 1 [:17], ‘He who L
through faith is righteous shall live.’ That text helped me. There| @
saw what righteousness Paul was talking about. Earlier in the text|
read ‘righteousness.’ | related the abstract [righteousness’] with %,
concrete ['the righteous One’] and became sure of my cause. | = g
learned to distinguish between the righteousness of the law and the =

righteousness of the gospel. | lacked nothing before this except w,,
| made no distinction between the law and the gospel. | regarded f NN
both as the same thing and held that there wagno difference > ‘\
between Christ and Moses except the times in which they lived and R
their :e?rees of perfection. But when | discovered the proper S VR
distinction—namely, that the law is one thing and the gospel is
anotner-1 made myself free.” Table Talk / Winter of 1542-1543

MARTIN LUTHER
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ONE HUGE CAUTION

e helDistinction'between Law] & Gospellis

L e

not!equated with!difference between\OT

and|NTj

There'is Law]& Gospel inlboth}Testaments!




PPy e ¢ Toeac

¥ As Oswold Bayer, hos observed the
Iomguoge of justlflcotlon (omd the&erdlct
ar of gullty orinot gullty) comes-:_o-ut.g_f}the

courtroom ond we; fmd ourselves in
~ hundreds of smaller; courtrooms in
everydoy life. With respect to other
T human'creatures)weconstantly
,3 encounter questions and challenges,’such
" as “What were you thinking?” org'Why

TR did vou do that?”  1f
2 32 ' :-_- l

-
- - -
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1! ‘»'-)'; ~ Kolb, R & Arand , C. P. (2008). The Genius of Luther’s Theology: A
~ ot Wlttenberg Way of Thinking for the Contemporary Church (p. 27).
Grand Rapids, Ml: Baker Academic. L&



The law says, “do this,” and it is

never done.,Grace, says, “believe

in this,”(and everything is

already.done
Hela’e/berg Disputation 1518







