
Lutheran Paradoxes

Living in & with the 
Tension



par·a·dox
/ˈperəˌdäks/ noun

a seemingly absurd or self-contradictory 
statement or proposition that when 

investigated or explained may prove to 
be well founded or true.



These paradoxes 
l iterally

Saved my faith

and continue 

make sense of 

God’s word 



• Law / Gospel
• Our Righteousness / Alien Righteousness
• Sinner / Saint
• Slave / Free
• Finite / Infinite
• Left Hand / Right Hand Kingdoms
• Institution / Mission

PARADOXES





The Problem
word: Simul

Simul iustus et Peccator
Simultaneous Saint & Sinner



A brief look 
at hagios



Now lets 
talk 

about 
Being 

Free & a 
Servant



TODAY

SLAVE

&

FREE







• II Corinthians 3:17

• John 8:31 - 38

•Galatians 5:1 - 15

• 1 Peter 2:16 – 17

•Philippians 2:5 - 7































Free & Servant • From what 
are 

Christians 
set free?

• To who or 
what are 
Christians 
enslaved?

• Examples?






